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Since his rise to prominence as leader of the Australian
Labor Party from the 2013 leadership election through to
the leadership spill of 2015, Bill Shorten has been
repeatedly described as populist, even a populist-left
leader. Yet in his first term as leader, Shorten has taken
the steps necessary to adopt and execute a policy platform
firmly aligned with the centre-right of the ALP, the
Coalition and modern Liberal politics. On December 1,
2017, as part of its statement of democratic reform, the
Liberal National Party committed to implementing
electoral reforms to reduce the cost of voting and to
increase accessibility of the electoral system. In April
2018, the Coalition Ministers for Electoral Finance and
Assurance released the ‘Efficiencies in elections’ report,
which recommended greater use of electronic voting, the
expansion of compulsory voting, and indexation of the
voting age to age 20. It also proposed removing the
present threshold of four weeks’ notice for poll closing
dates, since it had not been in place since 1998. The
Australian Electoral Commission will conduct a review of
the threshold for poll closing dates under section 46 of the
AEC Act, which is currently 10 weeks’ notice for those not
holding a Commonwealth position, such as a
representative or senator. It is not yet clear whether the
review will be undertaken in the federal or state systems.
The National Australia Bank indicates that its electors take
an average of four weeks to make a final decision on



whether or not to vote, but suggests that this time period
could be increased to six weeks or a year. The Australian
Electoral Commission (AEC) has commenced a review of
the Poll Closing Threshold for determining when it should
determine poll closing dates. In its July 2017 AEC annual
report, the AEC reported that it had undertaken a review
of the Poll Closing Threshold based on its Strategic Plan.
The AEC decided to increase the Poll Closing Threshold to
14 days for a non-Commonwealth election and for a state
or local government election not involving the federal
level. In September 2017, a Senate committee inquiry into
the Electoral Commission’s conduct as the polling agency
in the 2016 federal election described the current Polling
Date Threshold as reasonable, but said that it should be
increased to provide extra time for voters to cast their
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