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Conexiones Conosco. Italia, Livro Vermelho, Pomba Gira... Never has the planet seen the like of this
book. It's scintillating, brilliant. I've rarely had a more enjoyable read.In the big cat trade, there’s no
such thing as a small controversy. After all, big cats are big, and some people’s opinions, ideas and
agendas are simply out of this world. An Oxford University Press study released on Tuesday by
researchers with the Wildlife Conservation Society and American University in Washington of data
from 1,467 big cat skins found that the illegal trade in big cats is far more extensive than previously
thought. The team found that the actual live big cat trade was anywhere between four and five times
the estimated number. The same study found that the number of big cats being held in captivity
worldwide is also far higher than previously estimated. The trade in wild cats – mountain lions,
jaguars, leopards, snow leopards and servals – are estimated to be worth $200 billion a year, even
though fewer than 1,000 of the 3,000 individual species are thought to be in captivity. The trade of
captive-bred cats, which include tigers, lions, leopards, servals and jaguars, is also vast. The
researchers estimate that the true trade of captive-bred cats is worth $400-500 million a year, with
captive-bred big cats accounting for as much as 40-50% of the trade. Even if the big cat trade was
only worth $200 billion a year, it would still be the third largest illegal trade after drug and human
trafficking. Still, not everyone is in agreement about the issue of big cat trade. While some think that
given the resources needed to raise, care for and export captive big cats, that the trade is a clear
violation of animal rights, others believe that big cats are destined to be killed anyway and that
providing them for the pet trade is the least harmful way to take them out of the wild. Lori Marino,
executive director of the Wildlife Protection Society, says that to suggest that the pet trade is not
harmful to big cats ignores the real resources needed to provide them with the care, diet and
housing they need. “These lives don’t come without a cost,” she said. “It’s very high risk, high
reward and
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